-87- 

ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The present invention is directed to a photothermographic element 
in which the density formed in a thermally processed photothermographic element 
is limited for the purpose of scanning the element prior to removal of silver halide, 
metallic silver, and/or any organic silver salts. In one embodiment of the 
invention, this is accomplished by employing limited quantities of sensitized 
silver halide in a photothermographic element. 


